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Introduction  
 
Since 1979, the National Down Syndrome Society has worked to achieve its vision of a 
world in which all people with Down syndrome have the opportunity to realize their life 
aspirations. NDSS is committed to being the national leader in supporting and enhancing 
the quality of life, and realizing the potential of all people with Down syndrome.   
 
The mission of the National Down Syndrome Society is to benefit people with Down 
syndrome and their families through national leadership in education, research and 
advocacy.  
 
Education. With model programs, an award-winning Web site, national conferences, 
Information and Referral Center and more, NDSS provides targeted, in-depth information 
that meets the diverse needs of its constituents.  
 
Research.  The Society hosts international research conferences and is one of the largest 
private funders of Down syndrome research in the United States. 
 
Advocacy.  In cooperation with its 170 aff iliate groups, NDSS influences important local 
and federal legislation, establishes October as National Down Syndrome Awareness 
Month, organizes the Buddy Walk, the nation's largest advocacy walk for Down 
syndrome, and much more.   
 
Down Syndrome Family Al l iance of Greenvi l le.  An aff iliate of NDSS, we are a non-
profi t organization whose mission is to enrich the lives of individuals with Down 
syndrome helping them to reach their potential by providing family support, information 
relating to Down Syndrome, and promoting awareness.     
 

What is Down syndrome? 
 

Down syndrome is a genetic condition that occurs in approximately one in every 800 to 
1,000 live births.  It affects people of all ages, races and economic levels and is the most 
frequently occurring chromosomal abnormalities. It occurs when there are three, rather 
than two, number 21 chromosomes present in every cell of the body. Instead of the usual 
46 chromosomes, a person with Down syndrome has 47. It is this additional genetic 
material that alters the course of development and causes the characteristics associated 
with the syndrome. Down syndrome affects over 350,000 people in the United States 
alone. Recent advances in our understanding of Down syndrome have resulted in dramatic 
improvements in the life span and potential of those who are affected. 
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The Buddy Walk at a Glance 

 
What:  A major multi-site walking event traditionally occurring during the month of 
October, National Down Syndrome Awareness Month.   
 
Why:  To raise more than $5,000,000 to support local and national programs, and to 
promote acceptance and inclusion of all people with Down syndrome.   
 
How:  Through individuals who seek donations from friends, families and co-workers to 
sponsor their participation in walks around the country.   
 
When:  Throughout the month of October, National Down Syndrome Awareness 
Month, more than 225 Buddy Walks will occur throughout the United States.   
 
Where: The Down Syndrome Family Alliance of Greenville will be held on Sunday, 
September 30th, at Furman University, Herman W. Lay Physical Activities Center (PAC). 
 
Audience:  More than 200,000 participants nationally including children, young adults 
and adults with Down syndrome, family members, friends, healthcare professionals, 
corporate teams and members of the community.   
 
The Down Syndrome Family Alliance of Greenville anticipates nearly 200 people from 
around the area to participate in the 1-mile walk and to enjoy food and games while 
promoting awareness for all people with Down syndrome.   
 
 
 
 
Sponsor Benefits:  Vary by level.  Depending on the level of commitment, our sponsors 
enjoy recognition in advertising campaign, promotional and fundraising materials and 
participant apparel, onsite signage, and website recognition. 
 
Sponsorship Levels:  Presenting Sponsor  for a gift of $1000; Supporting Sponsor  for 
a gift of $500; Event Sponsor for a gift of $250; Partner  for a gift of $100; and Patron 
for a gift of $50.   
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The Buddy Walk Background 
 
The Buddy Walk was developed in 1995 by the National Down Syndrome Society to 
bring together a wide range of concerned individuals to reach out to friends, family and co-
workers to promote awareness and inclusion for people with Down syndrome and to 
raise money for research and education programs. 
 
The Buddy Walk is a one-mile walk in which anyone can participate without special 
training. The walk has grown from 17 walks in 1995 to more than 225 expected in 2007. 
More than 200,000 people from coast to coast, participated in 2006 alone. We anticipate 
that the number of Buddy Walks will increase significantly over the years. The goal of the 
Buddy Walk is to promote understanding and acceptance of people with Down 
syndrome. 
 
OCTOBER IS NATIONAL DOWN SYNDROME AWARENESS MONTH! 
 
 
 
 

THE DOWN SYNDROME FAMILY ALLIANCE OF GREENVILLE 
 BUDDY WALK  

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 30, 2007 
 
 
The Buddy Walk Event   
 
The Down Syndrome Family Alliance of Greenville Buddy Walk will be held on Sunday, 
September 30th, at Furman University, Herman W. Lay Physical Activities Center (PAC).   

 
We are anticipating nearly 200 people from around the area to participate in the 1-mile 
walk and to enjoy food and games while promoting awareness for all people with Down 
syndrome.  In addition, we raise funds to contribute to national education, research and 
advocacy effort programs, and to help support local efforts.  We offer the following 
services locally:  Therapeutic and recreational programs for individuals with Down 
syndrome; New parent resource packet and support group; Seminars, discussion sessions 
and a monthly newsletter; Internet website, www.dsfagreenville.org, providing local and 
national resources, upcoming event information and an interactive discussion board; 
Resource lending library; Social activities (i.e. summer picnic, Christmas party, etc.); 
Provide speakers for groups interested in learning more about Down syndrome.    


